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WA-I-366 19th Century
Part of Reserve # 6

Williamsport Vicinity
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Thig group of buildings which includes a
two story, three bay L shaped stone farm house,
two stone outbuildings and a frame bank barn is
a typlcal farmstead which would appear to date
from the second quéﬁer of the 19th century.
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Thig farmhouse and barn are located on the west side of Kemp's Mill Road, old Maryland route
63 south of the Western Maryland Railroad tracks and north of Williamsport in Washington
County. The buildings are situated on sloping ground and face east.

The house is a two story, three bay stone structure with a four bay, two and one half story
wing extending to the rear. A double porch spans the south elevation of the wing. The wallsg
of the building are constructed of roughly coursed local limestone without particular decora-
tive masonry treatment associated with the doors or windows.

Openings appear to be aligned with each other in the walls except in the south gable end of
the main section where windows at the first and second stories are off get slightly to the
east. They are cased with narrow frames finished with a bead at the inside edge. Most win-
dows have two over two pane Victorian period sashes. Hinge pins in the frames indicate that
shutters were present at one time.

The main entrance is located in the south end bay of the front or east elevation. The door
is framed by a broad transom and side lights. A one bay shed roofed entrance porch is =sup=-
ported by chamfered square posts with brackets. Entrances are also located in the sout. -
vation of the wing at the first and second story levels. These doors are topped with diauond
pane transoms. The double porch along this elevation ig supported by chamfered posts and
spanned by a lattice work balustrade at the first story and a scroll cut balustrade at the
second story level.

The roof of the entire structure is sheathed with asphalt shingles and extends beyond the
end walls. Brick chimneys with corbels at their tops are located inside the end wallsg. One
additional flue extends from the interior of the wing.

Behind the house is a stone outkitchen and ruins of a stone smokehouse. South of the house
and outbuildings is a frame bank barn resting on fieldstone foundations.

The buildings appear to be in fair to good condition and are part of a farm containing 128,87
acres which includes some of the land grant 'Reserve No. 6'" for Conococheague Manor.

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

This group of buildings which includes a two story, three bay L shaped stone house, two stone
outbuildings and a frame bank barn is a typical farmstead which would appear to date from the
gsecond quarter of the 19th century. Stone was ugsed prominently as a construction material in
Washington County during the late 18th and early 19th centuries.

The land grant of which this farm was a part was called Reserve # 6 and was one of several
reserves clustered around Lord Baltimore's holding, Conococheague Manor. During much of
th/~ “rst half of the 19th century this land belonged to the Van Lear and Findley families
bei.., sold in 1863 from Sophia Findley to John Ensminger. (IN18/36). It was later owned by
the Kemp family who held the property during the late 19th and early 20th centuries.
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ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY 128.87 acres

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES

STATE COUNTY
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EE1FORM PREPARED BY
NAME/ TITLE
Paula Stoner Dickey, Consultant
ORGANIZATION DATE
Washington County Historical Sites Survey October 1977
STREET & NUMBER TELEPHONE
County Office Building, 33 West Washington Street 791-3065
CITY OR TOWN STATE
—ldgergtown Maryland 21740

The Maryland Historic Sites Inventory was officially created
by an Act of the Maryland Legislature, to be found in the
Annotated Code of Maryland, Article 41, Section 181 KA,

1974 Supplement.

The Survey and Inventory are being prepared for information
and record purposes only and do not constitute any infringe-
ment of individual property rights.

RETURN TO: Maryland Historical Trust
The Shaw House, 21 State Circle
Annapolis, Maryland 21401
(301) 267-1438
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